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20 YEARS AFTER THE TOKYO 
SUBWAY ATTACK
THE IMPACT OF AUM’S VIOLENCE IN JAPAN AND BEYOND

March 2015 marks the 20th anniversary of the Aum Affair, 
when members of the religious group  Aum Shinrikyō released 
sarin poison gas in Tokyo. The affair had huge repercussions in 
legal, social, political and cultural terms in  Japan and beyond 
as authorities sought to balance the   liberal democratic 
freedoms with demands for heightened control of potentially 
“dangerous” groups.

This round-table brings together leading experts on the Aum 
Affair to discuss the incident and its aftermath,  examining 
such topics as how to strike a balance between religious and 
political freedom and social safety; what are appropriate legal 
and social responses to terrorism; how best to commemorate 
and remember acts of violence; and what wider lessons can be 
learned from the Japanese experience.
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